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FIXED ALKALIES.

Book II.
Division I*

Hyclrogti-
reted sul~
phuret.

lour, not unlike the liver of animals. Hence it w;
formerly called "hepar sulphuris, " liver of sulphur 5
but when exposed to the air, it soon becomes greei
and even white. It is hard, brittle, and has a glass
fracture. Its taste is acrid, caustic, and bitter, and :
leaves a brown stain upon the skin. It has no oth<
smell than that of sublimed sulphur. When expose
to a violent heat, the sulphur sublimes, and the potas
remains in a state of purity. This sulphuret conver
vegetable blues to green, and soon destroys them. Whe
heated with charcoal, it dissolves and combines wit
it*.

When sulphuret of potash is exposed to the air, c
when it is moistened with water, its properties ver
soon change. It acquires a green colour, and exhak
the odour of sulphureted hydrogen gas. This chang
is owing to the formation of a quantity of sulphurete
hydrogen, inconsequence of the decomposition of th
water. This new-formed substance combines with th
sulphuret, and converts it into hydrogureted sulphuret c
potash, which is soluble in water, and has a brownis
green colour. It may be formed also by boiling in wa
ter two parts of potash and one part of sulphur. Su]
phuret of potash produces no change upon air, but hy
drogureted sulphuret gradually absorbs oxygen. Whe
inclosed in a vessel with a quantity of air, it soon ab
sorbs all the oxygen of that portion, and leaves nothin:
but azotic gas. This fact, which was first observed b;
JScheele, induced him to use hy drogureted sulphuret t
measure the quantity of oxygen contained in any givei

* Fcnircroy, ii. 203.